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ADAM C WILES 
Quality Carpentry and Building 

Established 30 Years 

All aspects of Carpentry and Joinery undertaken 

Internal Alterations and Extensions 

Withyham, East Sussex 
Telephone:01892 770554    Mobile:0781 8434506 

wilesbuild@sky.com 

SARAH WILKINSON 
MBACP (Accredited) 

BCAP Registered 
 

Friendly, confidential, 

counselling service, 

fifteen years’ experience 

Please contact Sarah on 

10892665180 

 

 

Logs For Sale 
£50 truck load or £100 trailer load,  

cut to length, delivered and unloaded at your home 

Stoves and open fires catered for 

Call Chris Bowers 01892740598/07761468755 

   

CHAIR CANING,  

SEAGRASS WORK 
#=##=##=##=##=##=##=##=# 

MIKE  
PARCELL 

1 Oak Cottages, Chuck Hatch, 
Hartfield, TN7 4EX 

Tel: 01892 770764 

The Dorset Arms, Withyham 
The De La Warr family welcome you to The Dorset Arms. 
A family-friendly Pub, open all day, seven days a week, 
serving Buckhurst Estate and local seasonal produce. 

01892 770278 enquiries@dorsetarms.co.uk 



 

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 
TEL 01342 850559     FAX 01342 850981     EMAIL 

COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK 

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens 

and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  

Covering all types of building work. 

  

http://www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk/
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CHURCH CALENDAR – JULY 2016 

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, WITHYHAM 

Sunday 3
rd

     Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Followed by the dedication of the two new garden seats (See Magazine) 

Wednesday 6
th

  7.30 p.m. Licencing of the Rev Canon James 

Campbell, by the Bishop of Chichester 

Thursday 7
th

  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 10
th

    Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

 9.45 a.m. Family Service 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 14
th

 10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 17
th

    Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 21
st
  10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 24
th

    Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

 9.45 a.m. Family Service 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 28
th

 
 

10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 31
st
     Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

 11.00 a.m. Matins 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Thursday 4
th

 August 10.00 a.m. Said Morning Prayer 

Sunday 7
th

 August    Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist 

 6.30 p.m. Evensong 

Parish Registers for June 2016 
Funerals 
10th June: The funeral took place in Blackham Church of Anthony John Heath 

aged 86 years, followed by cremation at Tunbridge Wells Crematorium. 

28th June: The cremation took place of Edna May Burton aged 95 years. 

Baptism 
25th June: The Baptism took place in St Michael’ Church of Annabel Dawn 

Cox daughter of Johnathan Derrick and Dawn Rachelle Cox. 
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“LETTER FROM THE RECTORY” 

Dear Friends, 

During June there have been celebrations of the Queen’s 90
th

 

Birthday across the nation.  Hers has been a remarkable life of service as 

she has stuck resolutely to that commitment she made at her Coronation.   

A question that we might ask is, “How does she do it?” 

The Queen herself has provided us with part of the answer.  In her 

Christmas Day broadcast in 2012 she said, ‘I know how much I rely on my 

faith to guide me through the good times and the bad.  Each day is a new 

beginning.  I know that the only way to live my life is to try and do what is 

right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, 

and to put my trust in God!... I draw strength from the message of hope in 

the Christian Gospel.’ 

Two years later she said, ‘For me, the life of Jesus Christ…is an 

inspiration and an anchor in my life.  A role model of reconciliation and 

forgiveness, he stretched out his hands in love, acceptance and healing.’   

As she has grown older, it seems to me that our Monarch has 

become more open about her Christian Faith.  Hers is not a set of beliefs 

that she seeks to impose on others, but she makes it explicit that her faith is 

deeply held and informs the decisions that she makes.  In a world that has 

changed so much since 1952, she can say that Jesus Christ is her ‘anchor’. 

Like the Queen, most of us probably do, ‘try to do what is right, 

taking the long view, giving our best’.  In addition, it is worth asking 

ourselves whether, like our Sovereign, we too are ‘putting our trust in 

God.’ 

Christianity is, above all, a message of hope.  As the Queen said on 

Christmas Day three and a half years ago, ‘I draw strength from the 

message of hope in the Christian Gospel’.  Christian hope is not a vague, 

wishful thought that things might turn out ok, fingers crossed.  Rather it the 

sure and certain knowledge that in Jesus Christ we have a way of knowing 

God and being reconciled to him. 

As we celebrate the Queen@90, let us also give thanks to Almighty 

God for her confidence in the Christian Faith. 

James Campbell 
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Churchwardens’ Notes –July 
Since this is the last time we shall be writing to you before the 

licensing of James Campbell on 6
th

 July, it seems an appropriate moment to 

sincerely thank all those who have done so much to ensure that services 

have been maintained at a high standard throughout the interregnum.  

There are too many of you to mention you all by name, but particular 

thanks are due to Elizabeth Parish and Donald Yonge our two readers, and 

Arthur Harris who seems ageless.  Without their dedication, the burden on 

your churchwardens would have been much heavier! 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 6
th

 July, and 

please encourage your friends even if they are not regular churchgoers.  The 

service is at 7.30pm. 

A final reminder that the Church Fete is on Saturday 23
rd

 July, and is 

of course a most important part of our annual fundraising efforts.  Having 

almost finished one of the wettest Junes on record we must all hope for a 

fine day. 

Richard Carden and Antony Cumberland 

Blackham News 
Thank you to all the people who attended the Blackham Village Hall AGM 

on May 23rd.  The chairman Chris Charteris was delighted with the positive 

responses and number of diverse ideas, which the committee will be following up. 

Two offers of help were also gratefully received. 

Sadly we have lost two stalwart members of the village recently.  John 

Skinner has farmed here for many years with his family and Tony Heath was a great 

supporter of the church, both in Blackham and Withyham and deliverer of the 

magazines.  They will be greatly missed and our condolences must go to their 

families.  Both services were held in Blackham Church, which was packed.  In the 

hall afterwards old friends were re-united in a lovely atmosphere. 

Dedication of New Garden Seats 
On Sunday 3rd July, Elizabeth will conduct a short ceremony of dedication 

for the two new garden seats you will have noticed next to the Rectory drive.  It will 

take place immediately after the 11 o clock Eucharist service, (i.e. about 12 noon). 

One of the seats is to replace a seat commemorating Capt. Peter Dickens 

R.N. a much respected member of our congregation, who served in the Coastal 

Forces with distinction during WW II. 

The other is to remember another member of our congregation, 

Miss Elizabeth Edmonds, who died last year and who also served in WW II but at 

the Bletchley Park decoding centre. 
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YOUNG CHURCH 
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Christian Aid Week 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this year's 

Christian Aid Week. 

The contents of the envelopes handed in at Withyham church 

amounted to £505." 

WITHYHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY JULY 2016 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS 
Following the AGM on 17

th
 June 2016, I am sad to announce that due 

to the fact that a new chairperson was not forthcoming the Society has now 

been “mothballed” for up to two years as laid out in our constitution.  If, 

however we can get a new chairperson during this time the Society can 

resume its role in the community of Withyham. 

We have, therefore, no alternative but to cancel the Autumn Show, 

Quiz Night and the Christmas Event, which are the three remaining items on 

this year’s programme. The trip to RHS Hyde Hall will go ahead as it has all 

been booked, and there are seats available if you would like to join us. 

A more extensive letter will be sent to all members explaining the 

situation as soon as possible.  We voted in a holding committee consisting 

of myself, Helen Clark, Jean Burr, Carol Harmer (who has taken over the 

role of Treasurer) and Miriam Boobier. 

Should anyone require any further information please e mail on 

whswithyham@gmail.com or phone me on 01892 661940.  

Val Edwards Secretary 

LAUGHTER 
 “A keen sense of humour helps us to overlook the unbecoming, understand the 

unconventional, tolerate the unpleasant, overcome the unexpected and outlast 

the unbearable.”      Billy Graham 

 “Everyone laughs in the same language.” 

 “A laugh is a smile that bursts.”    Mary H Waldrip 

 “Laughter is an instant vacation.”    Milton Berle 

 “We are all here for a spell; get all the good laughs you can.” Will Rogers 

 “The human race has only one really effective weapon and that is laughter.” 
Mark Twain 

 “Every survival kit should include a sense of humour.” 

  

mailto:whswithyham@gmail.com
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Famous People from Rectory Backgrounds 

Reverend Reginald Sackville West 
Reginald Sackville, 7th Earl De La Warr, was Rector of 

Withyham from 1841 to 1865 and Chaplain to Queen Victoria from 1846 
to 1865.  He was styled as The Honourable Reginald Sackville West 
until 1843 and as The Honourable Reginald Sackville between 1843 and 
1870 and known as Lord Buckhurst, a courtesy title, between 1870 and 
1873.  He succeeded the earldom after his elder brother Charles died. 
From 1871 to 1895 he was appointed High Steward of Stratford-upon-
Avon.  Robert Peel was the Prime Minister from 1841 to 1846.  The 
Co-operative Society was founded in the same year.  In 1844 there was 
Railway Mania and a massive speculation to build a national railway 
system, but the railway did not reach Groombridge, the nearest town to 
Withyham, until 1866. 

The Rectory at Withyham had been in a very bad 
condition in 1724 and it underwent gradual repairs until it was 
properly rebuilt in 1773 in a very elegant manner.  It was 
refurbished again in 1783 and was extended together with 
beautiful garden landscaping in 1803.  The fabulous gardens and 
lakes were designed by Sackville Spencer Bale, a renowned 
botanist, and antiquarian.  The lake project was one of the first 
aquaculture projects in the country.  It is almost certain that 
Humphry Repton (1752-1818) had an influence in designing 

the Rectory gardens as he had designed the beautiful gardens at the nearby Buckhurst Park 
several years earlier. 

Reginald had been strongly influenced as an undergraduate by the Oxford 

Movement. When he was appointed to St Michaels and All Angels, Withyham, in 1841 he 

began an extensive restoration of the church up to 1864 when he resigned from his Church 

Duties. After disbanding the West Gallery Quire he established a robed choir and installed 

an organ to replace the old village choir and band which, by all accounts, had been pretty 

dire. He appointed an organist who gradually built up the musical standard. He built choir 

stalls in the chancel where the choir was expected to conduct itself with reverence and 

decorum. In the vestry there is a photograph (dated about 1851) of the choir – and it may 

be one of the earliest photos of a village church robed choir in existence. Cathedrals and 

collegiate foundations had always had robed choirs, but not parish churches until later in 

the 19th century. He restored the church building with the help of his sister Lady Arabella 

Sackville who painted the mural of St Michael as the Angel of Judgment. He furnished the 

church to a much higher standard than it had known since it was rebuilt in the late 17th 

century (when it had been struck by a lightning bolt and severely damaged by fire in 

1883). To be fair to Reginald, he worked hard to 

successfully revive the worship in Withyham church 

to a much higher standard which continues to this day. 
However, Reginald was never really to have 

the closeness with the community his father had 
enjoyed. This was further exacerbated between 1876-
1882 when Reginald was the main protagonist in what 
was to be known as the Ashdown Forest dispute.  
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The case revolved around the intermingling of manorial rights and common 
rights, where the commoners felt they were defending their long-term rights to gather 
heather and graze livestock. It was a dispute that went on for six years with no real 
satisfactory conclusion. 

Local legend alleges that he pulled down part of the ground floor of the nearby 
Monks’ House so that he could have a clear view of one of the towers which remained 
in the Old Buckhurst ruins.  This explains the curious structure at the North West corner 
of Monks House.  The other legend is  that he used to like to sit on the mound (behind 
Hewkins, but then part of the Rectory garden).  He constructed a wire/rope to run from 
the mound above the “bowling green” to the Rectory so that he could call up a servant if 
he needed any refreshment.  It is unsure what credence one can be attached to these 
anecdotes, but they make a good story. 

The Rectory or Parsonage has many different architectural features from 

different periods.  From the front it looks very imposing, but from the back three 

distinct styles of brickwork are evident - the subject of much intrigue. 
(With grateful thanks to Robert Murray Willis’ article in” THE RECTORY SOCIETY”) 

FRIENDS OF CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 
Forthcoming Events July to September 2016 

1
st
 July Friends Coffee Morning Vicars' Hall 

10.00 am 

Entry £1.50 

Pa y at the door 

18
th

 July Coffee Morning Bishop's 

Palace Garden and guided tour 

of the Sherborne Room 

Bishop's 

Palace 

10.00 am 

Entry £2.50 

Pay at the door 

20
th

 July A trip to the seaside - Beachy 

Head, Eastbourne, Tea Grand 

Hotel (optional) and Evensong 

St Mary's Parish Church 

Coach from 

Bell Tower 

9.00 am 

Tickets 

Coach & Tea £40 

.00 Coach only £15 

.00 Tea only       

£25 .00 Please enquire about other possible pick up places en route and our planned 

timesfor Tea and Evensong if you would like to meet us there. 

5
th

 August Friends Coffee Morning Vicars' Hall 

10.00 am 

Entry £1.50 

Pay at the door 

9
th

 Sept Friends Coffee Morning Vicars' Hall 

10.00 am 

Entry £1.50 

Pay at the door 

15
th

 Sept 

I 

Food for Thought: Jim Bourke, 

Governor of Lewes Prison 

Vicars' Hall 

12.30 pm 

Tickets £12.00 

Cash Bar 

Advanced notice of our other day trip planned for 2016 

 

20
th

 October 
Chartwell House and Gardens 

For further information, please contact Marianne by email: 

ccf.events@gmail.com or call her on 07584 493988 

mailto:ccf.events@gmail.com
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WITHYHAM CHURCH FETE 2016 

AT 2.00 PM on SATURDAY 23
rd

JULY 
Contact details of stallholdere are listed below. 

Bathroom   Gillian Halcrow    770607 

Books    Mike Stone    770978 

Bottles   Sue Schooling    740397 

Boutique   Elizabeth Parish    864989 

    Diana Muckleston   864410 

Cakes    Janice Yonge    665115 

Children’s Toys & Books TBA (talk to Elizabeth Parish)  770978 

Garden   Sue Stone    770978 

Grand Draw   Anne Barker    661393 

Bric-a-brac   Alison Hunnam    770347 

Art Group   Lis Hunt    770375 

Teas    Jill Pardey    661882 

Gift Stall   TBA      01342 822491 

Michael Stone – Co-ordinator(07769645569 or 01892 770978) 

 

 

Windows 10 is still free…just 
If you are still using Windows 7 or 8, then Microsoft are still offering you 

their latest operating system for free until 29 July.  Should you make the leap? 

Firstly, do ask yourself what problem you have on your current machine that 

Windows 10 will fix.  If there is no problem, then don’t fix it. 

Windows 10 may have some tangible benefits.  However, upgrading is not a 

risk-free enterprise.  Please backup first and check whether your computer is 

compatible with your manufacturer – see the links on my website.   

After upgrading, not all programs play nicely with Windows 10.  Similarly, 

if you run a RAID system then pause for thought and pause again before plunging 

ahead with the upgrade.  

Windows 10 will come ‘free’ with your next machine, complete with its 

privacy issues about selling your information to advertisers.  Do you need this 

now? 

While there is something magical in the word ‘free’, the pragmatic response 

might be that this ‘free’ upgrade may well be worth its cost. 

Roger Lyon (www.RLComputerSolutions.co.uk) 

 

  



Groombridge Horticultural Society 
Groombridge is officially garden-tastic!    

The Summer Show and Groombridge Open Gardens followed hot on the heels of 
our most successful plant sale ever and our membership has now soared to over 
300. We are told this is because of our great line-up of events throughout the year 
and welcoming environment. Come along to our next event and see for yourself…. 

The Annual Show is on Saturday 10
th

 September in the Village Hall.  Full details 

can be found on our website (www.ghsgc.org.uk) and entries will be accepted until 
8pm on Thursday 8

th
 September.  There are plenty of classes to enter for both 

adults and juniors including vegetables, flowers, floral art, photography and 
cookery. 

ENTRANCE IS FREE, everyone is welcome and there will be delicious 

refreshments available. We look forward to seeing you there.  
Staging of entries  9 am to 12 noon 
Judging of entries  12.15 to 1.30 pm 

Open for viewing  2.30pm 

Prize Giving    4 pm 

At the suggestion of one of our members, we would like to experiment with a 
couple of garden related TOP TIPS this month, sharing tips that have come from 

our speakers or our members from which we think other gardeners will benefit:  

 Look out for notches eaten around the edge of leaves. They may be an 

indicator of the dreaded vine weevil.  Bergenia leaves are a particular favourite. It 
is the grubs eating the roots that do the most damage but they can be quite 
effectively treated in the garden using nematodes which are watered on. 

 Don’t be afraid to ask for a discount in garden centres. Last week one of our 

members secured an instant 50% discount by pointing out to a manager that the 
plant she wanted was a little bit pot bound. 

Let us know if you like this idea (and give us your tips!) Any queries, please 
contact Gillian on 01892 864580 or email gillian@rowans.clara.co.uk. 

10. 
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WITHYHAM PARISH COUNCIL (WPC) – June 
WPC have a new assistant Clerk.  Dennie Tanner started work on Monday 6

th
 

June and will initially be working Monday 9-5 p.m. and from 9–12.30 p.m. on 

Wednesdays and Fridays. 

ESCC: The transition to the new highways contract has resulted in some delays 

in the grass cutting schedule.  Concern was expressed at the lack of grass cutting 

at major junctions. 

WDC had raised concerns with MP Greg Clarke, Minister for Communities and 

Local Govt. about the nature of the process of the Local Plan. The Affordable 

Housing Strategy has been adopted by WDC.  

Boundary Commission Report: A final draft of the response to the proposed 

adjustment of the ward boundaries in the parish was presented.  We now await 

the decision by the Boundary Commission.  

Police and Neighbourhood Watch (NHW): PCSO walkabouts have been 

cancelled due to changes in their roles.  People interested in joining NHW should 

now do so via the website. 

WARD REPORTS:  

Groombridge: Residents of Cherry Gardens Hill are drawing up a petition to 

lower the speed limit to 40 mph, which will be presented to ESCC 

St John’s: The clerk will be reporting the traffic signalling problems at 

Crowborough Cross.  The owner of the land at Phie Forest has until 20
th
 June to 

remove the dilapidated cars.  

Withyham/Blackham: Volunteers are being sought to help develop the Balls 

Green play area into a Community space. 

Newsletter:  Issue 8 has been produced and, together with the Parish Plan, 

delivered to households in the parish.  Thank you folders and deliverers.  The 

clerks will be pleased to receive any ideas for future articles.   

Youth Initiative: A Youth Club is to run monthly with two distinct age groups 

(11-14 and 15-18) thanks to the efforts of the young people’s Steering 

Committee.  It is proposed that WPC funds a youth worker for the first 6 months 

which will enable the group to identify other funding or make an application to 

WPC’s Grants programme.  Fliers and posters will keep people informed about 

future events.  

‘NOW WE ARE 90’ It was so encouraging to see how many people supported 

this event.  Many dressed up in red, white and blue to mark the royal occasion 

and produced delicious picnics.  The Mayfair Silver Band added a genteel 

atmosphere, the WI served Pimms and Prosecco, Trug and Trowel brought us 

bangers and burgers and The Junction kindly donated finger food.   Volunteers 

worked tirelessly to organise the wonderful games of yesteryear. 

VACANCY: We are looking for a person who lives in the Withyham/ Blackham 

ward to fill a councillor vacancy.  

 Diana Kelly, Chairman: 01892 864557   
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DON’T STOP WHISTLING 

 There is a lovely song called “Every Day is a Miracle” that lives up to its 

title.  Don McLean, who wrote the song, tells how he was inspired to write it: 

“Driving along a quiet country road, I suddenly realised I was lost.  I 

stopped to ask for directions at a small farmhouse where an elderly woman was 

sitting on the front porch.  A man was working around the front yard and whistling 

non-stop.  The whistling was loud and clear but it seemed rather purposeless.  

There was no recognisable tune; just whistling.  When I walked up to the man, I 

couldn’t resist saying to him: ‘I see you are fond of whistling.” 

He replied: “Oh, it’s second nature with me now.”  Then, pointing to his 

wife on the porch, he explained that they had been happily married for 38 years 

when she became blind.  Coming as it did so late in life, the blindness had been a 

very frightening experience for her and she was still feeling a deep insecurity. 

He said: “I figured if I just keep whistling when I’m outside the house, she’ll 

have the security of knowing I’m still with her.”  What he was really doing by his 

constant whistling was to tell his wife: “Don’t be afraid!  I’m here!  I love you!” 

That’s just what God did for us in sending his son to live on this earth; and 

through his crucifixion and resurrection he reminds us that we need not be afraid of 

anything that the world can throw at us, for he is here and he loves us.  Paul wrote 

in his letter to the Christians at Rome: “Can anything ever separate us from 

Christ’s love?” 

And he goes on: “I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from his 

love.  Death can’t, and life can’t.  The angels can’t, and the demons can’t.  Our 

fears for today, our worries about tomorrow, and even the powers of hell can’t 

keep God’s love away.  Whether we are high above the sky or in the deepest ocean, 

nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is 

revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 8:38-39) 

Nothing!  Nothing can ever separate us from his love.  For in a sense God 

keeps on whistling through his spirit to let us know he is still there. 

“Don’t be afraid!  I am here!  I love you!”  Who do you need to find ways 

to say that to this week?  Keep on whistling! 

(with grateful thanks to the Rev Jim Lamont’s ‘Thoughts for the Day’.) 
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MONTHLY SATURDAY MARKET 
(the first Saturday of every month except January) 

with an authentic village life atmosphere  
and local produce for sale 

 

SATURDAY JULY 2ND 

10am – 12:30pm 
Blackham Village Hall 

~ Meet other villagers ~ 

at “The Stage” café! 

 

Enjoy refreshments of 

Filter Fresh Coffee, Tea and Homemade Cakes  
Local Produce for sale will include: Bread, Free range eggs, Home Bakery, Preserves, 

Occasional special fruit and veg, Fresh Willetts Ice Cream,  

Also available Fair Trade goods, Phoenix Cards, Aloe Vera Health products,  

Handmade jewellery  

Blackham village hall is a registered charity whose sole purpose is to promote and maintain 

the village hall for the enjoyment and benefit of the community 

 

Rules for Reverends:  Tips from the Choir 

 Wars have been fought over the right way to announce a hymn. 

 Singers: mouth open; look at the conductor.  The rest is detail. 

 Choristers: always follow the person in front of you in a procession.  Never be 

at the front of a procession. 

 Choristers have to work very hard to make sure they have the right stuff to 

sing at the right time.  They might not, therefore, take in what else is 

happening in your brilliantly crafted act of worship.  Give them some input in 

another way. 

 No one will notice if the vicar does their bit at the wrong time.  Everyone will 

notice when the organist does.  Cut them some slack. 

 Organists are uniformly lovely, and uniformly misunderstood. 

 There is a right tune for every hymn.  It’s just rarely the one you chose. 

 Never smile at the choir.  It only encourages them. 

 All hymns/songs that made it into the second edition of a hymn/song book are 

obviously divinely inspired and their music and words must not be changed 

under any circumstances. 

  

 



KINGS' HALL WITHYHAM 
Your local village hall makes a great venue for Parties, Weddings, 

Anniversaries and Children's parties.  Hire it from only £10 per 

hour 

Bookings and enquiries (01892) 770035 or 652515 

or e-mail meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk 

or bryanwilliamsb@aol.com 
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PARISH DIARY JULY 

Sat 2
nd

        10.00 a.m. - 12.30 Blackham Village Market 

  Blackham Village Hall (See Magazine) 

Wed 6
th

 7.30 p.m. Licencing of Rev James Campbell 

        By the Bishop of Chichester 

  St Michael’s Church 

Mon 11
th

 7.30 p.m. WPC Meeting 

  The old station, Groombridge. 

Sat 23
rd

 from 2.00 p.m. Withyham St Michael’s Church Fête 

  Withyham Cricket ground. 

Midday Mon 25
th

 July Deadline for August Parish Magazine Contributions 

ADVANCE PARISH DIARY AUGUST 

 

Midday Tue 25
th

 August Deadline for September Parish Magazine 

 

mailto:meg@rosneathengineering.co.uk


WEALD ROOFING SERVICES LTD 
For a complete roofing service, stripping and retiling 
Tiles and Slates, Fibre Glass flat roofing,Felt roofing 
Specialist lead works, Extensions/Refurbishments 

Fully insured – All work guaranteed 

Contact David Nash for a free no obligation quotation 

01892619947 – 07983413077 
(CHECKATRADE AND GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMAN AFFILIATED) 

COX &LOVEGROVE 
TREE & HEDGE SERVICES • FELLING, PLANTING & CUTTING 

"Cox&Lovegrove are professional, friendly and very hardworking." 

"Thank you for doing a great job with our trees. We are very pleased." 

James Cox 07974 650964 Keith Lovegrove 07710 947754 

mail@coxlovegrove.com www.coxlovegrove.com 

  



01892 664698 

07710798553 

‘Meadowside’,  

Green Lane, 

Crowborough, 

East Sussex TN6 

2BT 

NIGEL DEAR 

Painter 

Decorator 

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL 

City & Guilds & Advanced Craft 

 

  

 

LAND DRAINAGE & TRENCHING 
 

Ditching & Earth Moving 
Water Supplies & Repair 

 

Giles Swift 
Tel: 01892 864754 

 
 

Hartfield Playschool ~ Celebrating 50 Years in 2015! 
Founded 50 years ago, Hartfield Playschool is a well  

establishedcommunity Playschool in a beautiful setting 

with extensivegardens and outdoor space, taking children  

from 2-5 years.We are open from 9am-3pm Monday 

to Fridayduring termtime.  Our aim is to enhance the 

development and educationof pre-school children in line 

withthe Early Years FoundationStage.  Please visit our website at 

www.hartfieldplayschool.co.ukor call us on 01892 770830 for more 

information about any aspect of Playschool.Charity No. 1158901. 



   

FURNITURE 

RESTORATION 

(Julian Saxty) 

01892 770100 

Frank A Rhodes 
BUILDERS 

HILL COTTAGE, FAIRVIEW LANE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 1BT 

Felt Roofing 
10 year guarantee 

Tiling – Slating 
New roofs or repairs 

New gutters or existing gutters cleaned 
Full Service 

Free estimates 

Tel: 01892655238 

Mobile 07811588291 



BLACKHAM VILLAGE HALL 
Available for public hire for: 

Parties, Celebrations, Receptions, Band Practices, Fitness 

Classes, Martial Arts, Dances, Tea Parties, in fact, just about 

anything legal! 

Facilities include: Disabled access and facilities; 

Central Heating; Fitted kitchen; Small private garden area; 

Licenced premises. 

Monthly local market (everyone welcome) on 1st Saturday of 

each month 10am – 12.30pm (except January). 

Bookings: Contact Penny on 01892 740574 

Winter: £6/hour local residents; £7/hour other users 

Summer: £5/hour local residents; £6/hour other users 

  Computer support for your office and home 

RL Computer Solutions  

Friendly expert service for your computer 

 Installation,maintenance & repairs 

 Safeguard or recover your valuable data 

 Remote support for a swift solution to many problems 

 Monitoring of your computer’s health for peace of mind 

Roger Lyon  Tel: 01342 825209 Mob: 07982710977 

Wordpresswebsitespecialist 

Do you need help 
with your 

computer? 

07974728967 



WILLETTS FARM 

DAIRY ICE CREAM 
MADE ON THE FARM USING 

FRESH MILK & DOUBLE CREAM 
Just off the A264, halfway between 

Tunbridge Wells & East Grinstead 

Willetts Farm, Blackham, Tunbridge Wells, 

Kent TN3 9TU  Tel: 01892 740320 or 740747 
 

 

  

R MEDHURST 

Funeral Directors 

Vine House, Hartfield, TN7 4AD 
Family Business for over 150 years, 24 our service, Home Visits 

Advice on Funeral Plans, Chapel of Rest 

East Grinstead (01342) 315880 

Hartfield (01892) 770253 

At a sensitive time we take care of everything personally 

 

No Artificial 

Colourings 

Natural 

Flavourings 

 

S.W.HARDING 
 

HOUSE AND GARDEN 

MAINTENANCE 
 

Builder and Sub-Contractor 

Garden Walls, Patios & Paths 

Pointing, Fence Erecting, Painting 

Garden Machinery Cleared 

(01892) 740505 

McDonnell Services Ltd 

Heating & Plumbing 
Withyham, East Sussex 

Tel:  07891421288 

mcdsl@doriscat.waitrose.com 

No Job Too Small 

mailto:mcdsl@doriscat.waitrose.com


Kings’ Hall Withyham Lettings: Mrs Meg Stafford 01892 770035 

 orBryan Williams 01892 652515 

www.withyhamvillagehall.co.ukEquipment Hire: Bill Sanford 01892 770740 

Blackham Village Hall Bookings:Mrs P Hawes 01892 740574 

Doctors Dr A Wolfle, Dr M James 
 The Nook Surgery Groombridge  01892 863326 

 Saxonbury House, Crowboro’ 01892 603131 

 Beacon Surgery, Crowboro’ 01892 652233 

District Nurse Sister Kay 01892 603109 

Family Social Work Mrs MiriamBoobier 01892 662780 

Withyham Art Group Mrs RosemaryGoolden 01892 770351 

Withyham Horticultural Society:Valerie Edwards 01892 661940 

Email: whswithyham@gmail.com 

St Michael’s School            Miss Katie O’Shea (Headteacher) 01892770307 

Dorset Arms Angling Club Fred Stillwell 01892 770661 

Withyham Cricket Club Tristan Tully 01892 541137 

Blackham Country Players Linda Weekes 01892 740261 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Crowborough, selected hours 01892 655303 

Council for the Protection of Rural England Local Office 01825 890975 

Withyham Parish CharityThis Trust provides financial help for those inneed. 

Applications toJohn Gower,the Clerkto theTrustees 01892 654395 

Timetable Information National Rail Enquiries 03457 484950 

 Arriva Buses  03448004411 

 Brighton & Hove Buses 01273 886200 

Withyham Parish Council(WPC).Office:The Old Station, Groombridge 

Website: www.withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/withyhamparishcouncil 

Email: clerk@withyhamparishcouncil.org.uk   01892 864557 

WPC Office hours Monday    09.30 - 17.00 

   Tuesday to Friday   09.30 - 12.30 

Councillors hold “surgeries” on3
rd

 Saturday each month 08.30 - 10.00 

Telephone Numbers for the reporting of incidents 
Highway lights and Footpath damage (location and problem) 03456080193 

Vandalism and Abandoned Vehicles (all relevant details) 01243642222 

Waste collection queries   03456080194 

Trading Standards   03456080197 

Problems can also be reported to: eastsussex.gov.uk/fixmystreet 

Magazine Editor and Advertisements 

Richard PardeySmugglers, Hoadleys Lane, Crowborough, TN6 1TH 

Email: richard.pardey@talk21.com 01892 661882 

PRINTED BY EMS LTD, EAST GRINSTEAD (01342) 323700 


